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11.14 am 
 
Moved on Wednesday 18 November by Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean 
 
That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty as follows: 
“Most Gracious Sovereign—We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in Parliament assembled, beg leave to thank Your Majesty for the most gracious 
Speech which Your Majesty has addressed to both Houses of Parliament”. 
 
5.07 pm 
Lord Astor of Hever: 
 
On equipment, the recently published Gray report reveals the Government’s management of the 
equipment programme as haphazard at best and scandalous at worst. However, it is not all bad 
news on the equipment front. I am happy to see that, as a result of an initiative that I and the noble 
Lord, Lord Drayson, launched, the motorsport industry is applying its skills—and it is particularly 
adept at getting things done quickly—in support of the MoD’s urgent operational requirements. 
Some of these motorsport companies and their factories are now on a real war footing, and I 
congratulate the noble Baroness and the noble Lord, Lord Drayson, on encouraging this important 
initiative. 


