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Speaker Biographies

Lord Drayson PhD

Born in 1960, Paul Rudd Drayson was educated at St. Dunstan’s College, London and Aston University. In
1982, he took a BSc (Hons) in Production Engineering at Aston sponsored by BL Cars at Longbridge,
followed in 1985 by a PhD in Robotics.

Between 1986 and 1991, he was Managing Director of Lambourn Food Company. In 1993, he co-founded
the vaccine company PowderJect Pharmaceuticals plc in Oxford and was Chairman and Chief Executive
until 2003. He floated PowderJect on the London Stock Exchange in 1997. Over ten years he built
PowderJect into one of the world’s leading vaccine companies with operations in the UK, USA and
Scandinavia, until selling it for £540 million in 2003.

Between 2001 and 2002, Lord Drayson was the Chairman of the Biolndustry Association and was active in the industry’s
campaign to tackle animal rights extremism. He was Chairman of the Oxford Children’s Hospital Fundraising Campaign from
2002-2005. The new Children’s Hospital at the John Radcliffe in Oxford opened in early 2007. From 2003 to 2005, he was
Science Entrepreneur-in-Residence at the Said Business School at Oxford University, involved in the teaching of
entrepreneurship to MBA students. In June 2007, Lord Drayson became a member of the Prime Minister’s Business Council.

Lord Drayson was raised to the peerage as Baron Drayson, of Kensington in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea in
May 2004. In May 2005, he was appointed Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State and Minister for Defence Procurement and
became a Government Spokesman for Defence to the House of Lords. In March 2007, he was promoted to become Minister for
Defence Equipment and Support, serving until November 2007. Lord Drayson was also appointed as Minister of State for
Business and Regulatory Reform at the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, serving between June
2007 and January 2008. In November 2007, he took a leave of absence from the Government to compete in the American Le
Mans Series in the United States.,

In October 2008, he returned to Government and was appointed as the Minister of State for Science and Innovation, taking up a
seat in the Cabinet and becoming a member of the Privy Council in November of that year.

Lord Drayson and his wife have five children, they live in London and Gloucestershire. His hobbies include motor racing, and
fencing. In 2004, Lord Drayson started racing historic single-seaters and sports cars, moving into modern single-seaters in 2005
in the Formula Palmer Audi championship. In 2006, he raced modern GT cars for the first time with Barwell Motorsport in British
GT. In 2007 he competed in the British GT sportscar championship, again with Barwell and team-mate Jonny Cocker, racing a
unique bio-ethanol fuelled Aston Martin DBRS9, achieving a historic first win for a bio-fuelled race car, and coming second
overall in the championship.
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