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utomakers spent a good deal 
of effort at this year’s auto 
shows focusing on electrics, 
plug-in hybrids and a range 

of alt-technology hopefuls. Interesting 
future-view sort of stuff. Here in the present 
tense, there is a quiet reality that warrants the 
focus of the performance aftermarket: the  
great majority of vehicles that are on  
the road today, and those we will be buying 
in the coming 5, 10 or even 15 years, will 
involve an internal combustion engine and 
a consumer looking for efficiency without 
sacrificing performance. And that means 
some solid opportunities for our indus-
try. Not surprisingly, “green performance” 
technologies are advancing full-throttle in 
the world’s racing garages. 

Racing’s innovators are busy developing 
revolutionary advances in fuel efficiency 
and engine performance as well as aero-
dynamics, braking and suspension design. 
Green racing developments will be a sub-
stantial part of our industry’s future. That’s 
why you should care. That’s also why 
SEMA will once again team up with the 
Motorsports Industry Association (MIA) 
to host the 2010 MIA-SEMA Green Rac-
ing & Performance Conference, Friday, 
April 16, in conjunction with the Toyota 
Grand Prix of Long Beach.

The conference brings together interna-
tional leaders in green motorsports with 
high-performance automotive aftermarket 
business leaders. Conference panelists will 
discuss ways in which the industry is 
developing green solutions for the world’s 
car manufacturers and specialty-equipment 
suppliers. One example is the LS3 small-
block V8 engine that was displayed by 
Chevrolet in a ’55 Bel Air project called the 
E-Rod at the 2009 SEMA Show. 

That engine, which is compatible with 
California’s smog-check standards, pro-
duces 430 hp and 424 lb.-ft. of torque 
and is only the first of many green engines 
to be introduced by GM Performance 

Parts. GM is also planning to offer a 5.3L  
variant as well as an LS7 and a super-
charged LSA. There are myriad opportuni-
ties for our industry to create that type of 
green performance. Racing will undoubt-
edly lead the way.

The panel sessions at the 2010 MIA-
SEMA Green Racing and Performance 
Conference include a diverse roster of 
speakers. Representatives from J.D. Power 
and Associates will discuss the findings 
from a major research study on Gen 
Y’s perspective of green technologies. A 
speaker from Honeywell’s Aftermarket 
Turbo Technologies Group will build on 
the research findings from the SEMA-CAR 
Powertrain Report, which was developed to 
help SEMA members capitalize on today’s 
opportunities and plan for the future. 
Other discussions will look at develop-
ments such as gasoline direct injection, 
clean diesels, turbocharging, supercharging 
and a host of other topics. These are all 
eco-minded technologies that are being 
developed and proven on the track but will 
be taken to the marketplace. 

This year’s conference features an added 
bonus: attendees will be provided VIP 
access to the Toyota Grand Prix pits, 
including on-the-spot briefings by team 
owners, engineers and drivers involved 
in the American Le Mans Series Race 
covering the green performance technol-
ogies incorporated into these incredible  
racing machines. 

The MIA-SEMA Green Racing and 
Performance Conference is a great oppor-
tunity for specialty-equipment business 
leaders, engineers, product planners, mar-
keting and sales people to meet and con-
nect with many of the industry’s experts 
defining the crossroads of green racing and 
performance. Tickets are $275 per person 
for MIA or SEMA members and $375 
for nonmembers. Visit www.sema.org/ 
racegonegreen for more information and 
to register.  

A

SEMA Board of Directors

Chairman of the Board
Rick Rollins

Rollins Performance Marketing/Consulting

Chairman-Elect
Paul “Scooter” Brothers

COMP Performance Group

President and CEO
Christopher J. Kersting, CAE

SEMA

Secretary/Treasurer
Dan Gresham

Coutant Capital 

General Counsel
Russ Deane

Trainum, Snowdon & Deane 

Board Members:
Ralph Accinno

Racer’s Equipment Warehouse Inc.

Joel Ayres
Truck Accessories Group

Gale Banks
Gale Banks Engineering

Jeff Bates
Bob Cook Sales

Luanne Brown
eTool Developers

Laurel Dasher
Superchips

Donnie Eatherly
P&E Distributors Inc.

Doug Evans
Source Interlink Media

Ron Funfar
Hedman Hedders/Trans-Dapt

Dennis Gage
“My Classic Car,” Bradley David Productions

BJ Leanse
Big Country Truck Accessories

Zan Martin
Martin & Co. Advertising

Bob Moore
Bob Moore & Partners

Tony Napoli
American Speed Centers

Ed Orzetti
Keystone Automotive Operations Inc.

Mike Spagnola
Street Scene Equipment

David Stutts
Hot Rod Air Inc.

Chris Thomson
AIRAID Filter Co.

Tim Watts
Superlift Suspension Systems

Van Woodell
Weathers Auto Supply

Jeep Worthan
Auto Meter

Dave Wrobleski
Jim Wrobleski & Co. Inc.

Immediate Past Chairman
Jim Cozzie

RTM Productions

Green Racing:
Why Should You Care?


