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Jamie Allison – Director North America Motorsports,  Ford 
 

Jamie Allison, a 22-year Ford veteran with experience 
in engineering, product planning and marketing, has 
been named director, Ford North America Motorsports, 
effective January 1, 2010, it was announced today. 
  
Allison, who most recently has been Ford Performance 
Group Manager, will replace current director Brian 
Wolfe, who has been named to a new position in global 
product development by Derrick Kuzak, group vice 
president, Ford Global Product Development and Tony 
Brown, group vice president, Ford Global Purchasing. 
  
“I’m excited about the challenge of helping take Ford’s 
racing program forward,” said Allison, who has been 

part of the Ford Racing management team for just over six years. “For a kid who wanted to work for 
Ford Motor Company, to help carry forward a tradition that Henry Ford himself started is something 
special. 
  
“Brian Wolfe really made a great difference in the program in his time as director, opening up so 
many opportunities to reach out, not just the professional racers, but to the grassroots and sportsman 
racers as well. He installed a philosophy that we were going to be ‘racer-friendly’ in all that we do, and 
we as a team will carry that forward.” 
  
Allison joined Ford Motor Company in 1987, after graduating from the University of Michigan-
Dearborn with an electrical engineering degree. He later returned to earn a MBA in marketing from 
the same university. 
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He began his career at Ford in product engineering, and spent the first 10 years of his career working 
within engineering and product planning. 
  
In 1997, Allison made the transition to product marketing, and held a series of marketing jobs within 
the company before joining Ford Racing Technology in 2003, where he has overseen the Ford 
Racing Performance Parts business, as well as North America Motorsports Marketing. 
  
Under Allison’s leadership, the Ford Racing Performance Parts business was transformed by offering 
ready-to-race vehicles for production-based racing, Performance Packs and new vehicle 
modifications for enthusiasts. The team also partnered with Shelby Autos on the launch of exciting 
new Shelby performance vehicles, and created the Ford Performance Group as an outreach to Ford 
Clubs—all of which reinvigorated Ford's support of performance enthusiasts.  
  
Wolfe became director, Ford North America Motorsports, in July 2008, and has had a major impact 
on the program since then. 
  
Ford captured Mustang championships this season in NHRA Funny Car, Grand-Am KONI and SCCA 
World Challenge GT, as well as Ford’s first Daytona 500 win since 2000. 
  
Under Wolfe’s direction, the company also launched the NASCAR Nationwide Series Mustang, 
secured official vehicle sponsorships with the NHRA and American Drag Racing League, and 
assisted with bringing the European Fiesta to a successful racing debut in North America, with a 
second-place at the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb, and a 1-3-4 finish in its X Games rally 
competition debut. 
  
Wolfe opened the door to additional grassroots opportunities for Ford in circle track racing and road 
racing, but may be best known as being the man to help bring the Cobra Jet Mustang sportsman drag 
racing car back to the track after 40 years, along with Ford’s re-entry into NHRA Pro Stock. 
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Scott Atherton - President & Chief Executive Office r, Panoz Motor Sports Group / ALMS 
 

Scott Atherton, President and Chief Executive Officer of Panoz 
Motor Sports Group (PMSG), leads one of the most comprehensive 
and diversified motorsports companies in the world. Hand-picked 
by Panoz Motor Sports Group founder Don Panoz in 2000, 
Atherton is given credit for the rapid development of the multi-
faceted Panoz Motor Sports Group. Atherton’s leadership has 
enabled PMSG to achieve Panoz’ dream of becoming the only 
completely vertically integrated motorsports company in the world.  
 
Panoz Motor Sports Group, recognized as an industry leader in all 
areas of motorsports, encompasses a professional auto racing 
series, three race tracks, an internationally recognized sanctioning 
body and one of the largest manufacturers of race cars in the world. 
The holdings within the Panoz Motor Sports Group include the 
American Le Mans Series, Road Atlanta, Sebring International 
Raceway, Mosport International Raceway, Élan Technologies 
(comprised of Élan Composites, Élan Power Products, Élan 
Precision Engineering and Van Diemen in the UK) and International 
Motor Sports Association, the sanctioning body of record for the 

American Le Mans Series and numerous other racing series.  
 
Atherton directs all aspects of the day-to-day operation of PMSG as well as the American Le Mans 
Series including scheduling, executive-level relationships with participating manufacturers, team 
owners, sponsors and event promoters, and the Automobile Club de l’Ouest (ACO), which is the 
controlling entity of the prestigious 24 Hours of Le Mans. In total, Atherton oversees the operations of 
eight (8) Panoz Motor Sports Group companies with more than 200 staff members and collective 
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annual revenues of approximately $50 million. Under Atherton’s guidance the American Le Mans 
Series has achieved status and acclaim as the benchmark of professional sports car racing on a 
global scale. With factory-backed teams from many of the world’s most prestigious manufacturers 
competing in events across North America, the American Le Mans Series has attracted the worldwide 
attention of fans, sponsors, marketing partners and media as the most exciting, relevant and 
showroom connected form of motorsport. Additionally, a groundbreaking alliance with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Department of Energy and SAE International has confirmed 
the American Le Mans Series as the unmatched global leader of green racing.  
 
Atherton’s responsibilities also extend to Élan Motorsports Technologies (EMT), a premier 
manufacturer of world-class race cars and related high-technology aerospace, aviation and military 
defense products. EMT builds everything from entry-level race cars for enthusiasts to multiple Indy 
500 winning chassis. EMT also designed and built the Panoz Esperante GTLM which has won 
multiple American Le Mans Series races, including the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring, as well as 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. EMT has also earned numerous competitive contracts from some of the 
largest motorsports entities in the world, including the exclusive contract (2006) to build the newest 
Champ Car in America and Superleague Formula cars in Europe (2008). Élan Motorsports 
Technologies is the only fully ISO 9001-certified race car manufacturing company in the world. 
 
The three race tracks are known as some of the best road-racing facilities in North America. Each 
hosts world class professional events such at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring and Petit Le Mans 
plus countless amateur events and track rental activities.  
 
The International Motor Sport Association (IMSA) is also part of Atherton’s responsibilities and is 
recognized as one of the leading sanctioning bodies for professional and amateur motorsport in North 
America. IMSA has technical and operational responsibilities for six different racing series and nearly 
100 races a year ranging from the entry levels of sports car and open-wheel categories to the ultra-
professional and sophisticated American Le Mans Series. 
 
Among his many other responsibilities, Atherton serves on the board of directors for Panoz Auto 
Development – builder of the Panoz Esperante sports car – and is active with the ACCUS 
(Automobile Competition Committee for the United States) and LMS (Le Mans Series) boards. 
Atherton’s charitable interests include active and financial involvement with the Austin Hatcher 
Foundation for pediatric cancer, the Emory Breast Healthcare Center and the Salvation Army.  
 
Atherton joined the Panoz organization in August of 2000 after serving as President and General 
Manager of California Speedway in Fontana, Calif. He served in a senior management capacity with 
Penske Motorsports, Inc., for several years, first as president and general manager of Nazareth (Pa.) 
Speedway before shifting to the Penske Motorsports, Inc.-owned California facility. Penske 
Motorsports was acquired by International Speedway Corporation (ISC) in 1998, and Atherton 
remained with ISC until he accepted the position with Panoz. Prior to his time with Penske and ISC, 
Atherton served as President and General Manager of Laguna Seca Raceway in Monterey, Calif., for 
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five years. He also formerly served on the Board of Directors of the Sports Car Club of America 
(SCCA) and is a past president of the promoters group of Championship Auto Racing Teams (CART). 
 
Motorsports has been a primary interest of the Seattle, Wa., area native for most of his life. Initially, 
he was active as a go-kart racer and amateur Formula Ford competitor. After graduating from the 
University of Washington in 1983 with a degree in marketing, his first professional job in motorsports 
involved working with the high-profile Domino’s Pizza CART racing team (Douglas Shierson Racing 
and driver Al Unser Jr.). Atherton’s role also included various marketing and promotional endeavors 
as well as event sponsorship with the Domino’s Pizza 500 at Pocono Raceway. After nine years with 
Domino’s, where he achieved the position of Vice President, Atherton was selected out of 750 
applicants to become General Manager of Laguna Seca Raceway in 1993. 
 
Atherton and his wife, Nancy, reside in Gainesville, Ga., with their three children. 
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Chris Aylett – CEO, The MIA (Moderator)  
 

Chris is Chief Executive of the Motorsport Industry Association 
(MIA), the world-leading motorsport industry global network, 
with nearly 350 companies in membership, which transact over 
$3 billion of global business. Worldwide membership includes 
F1 and World Rally teams, major promoters, leading 
manufacturers, circuit operators, and service providers. 

He has extensive international experience in both business and 
trade associations, and has built up a widespread network of 
key industry contacts.  He has successfully developed and 
promoted the MIA around the world, and regularly leads 
business missions to the USA and Europe which are hugely 
beneficial to members. 

Chris was a successful sportscar driver, team owner and series promoter and created his own multi-million 
pound sporting goods distribution group.  His experience of creating, leading and selling an SME group has 
proved invaluable. 

He is a  visiting Fellow of Cranfield University (UK), a Fellow of the Motor Industry, a Fellow of the Institute of 
Directors, and recently co-authored his first book “Motorsport Going Global: the challenges facing the world’s 
motorsport industry” published by Palgrave MacMillan. 

For further information please visit the MIA website www.the-mia.com  
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Paul “Scooter” Brothers - Chief Operating Officer, COMP Performance Group and Incoming 
Chairman of the Board, SEMA 
 

Paul, more commonly known as “Scooter”, is the Chief Operating Officer 
at COMP Performance Group located in Memphis Tennessee.  His daily 
duties include overseeing the Research and Development Department, 
as well as the actual day to day responsibilities of balancing the needs of 
all of the companies and making sure they all stay on track. 
 
Scooter spends most of his time working and travelling.  Actually his 
hobby is his job:  he enjoys racing his companies.  His career began with 
Racing Head Service in the late ‘60’s, and now includes Comp Cams 
(Camshafts and Valve Train parts), FAST (Fuel Air Spark Technologies, 
Electronic Fuel Injection and Intake Manifolds), TCI (Transmissions and 
Torque Converters), and now RHS again (Cylinder Heads and blocks), 
and the newest member Quartermaster Industries (Clutches, 
Bellhousings, and Starters).  Scooter loves to be the “advance scout” for 
his companies, travelling the world looking for new products and 
opportunities.  Just managing and racing these companies and all the 
travel involving SEMA, SAE, NEPMA, NHRA and NASCAR occupies 
most of his time. 
 

In addition, Scooter is the Incoming Chairman of the Board for SEMA and will assume those duties in July of 
2011.  These days much of his time is devoted to SEMA tasks, including looking into the future and finding 
ways to turn the economic and technological obstacles into opportunity for SEMA members. 
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Robin Brundle – Managing Director, Lola Cars Intern ational 
 

Robin Brundle is the Managing Director of Lola Cars International 
Ltd and joined the company in January 2009. Since then he has 
overseen Lola's successful LMP business, which has resulted in 
Lola's largest entry at Le Mans since 1977, with 9 cars on the grid 
for this years race. 

 
For 2010, Robin is leading the 2012 IRL proposals and re-
launching the Lola Heritage division of the Lola brand. 

 
Prior to Lola, Robin's career had mostly been spent as Managing 
Director of his family owned retail automotive business, which he 
built up with his brother, former Grand Prix driver, Martin, and 
successfully sold in 2006. Robin has also held senior positions on 
several trade boards including seven years business reporting to 
the Bank of England monetary policy agents. Robin was also a 
founder member of business link and enjoyed a successful racing 
career in Touring Car racing during the 1980's. 
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Jeremy Burne MBE – Director North America Operation s, MIA (Master of Ceremonies) 
 

Jeremy Burne established his own business development consultancy 
after seven years serving as British Vice Consul (Commercial) in 
Cleveland. In that role, he helped many British and US firms establish 
transatlantic business links and relationships, with a primary focus on 
trade and investment in the automotive sector.  
 
Mr. Burne established the North American offices for a number of British 
clients including the Motorsport Industry Association (MIA) and Financial 
Times Automotive in April 1999. Mr. Burne accumulated many years of 
experience in international business development prior to joining the 
Consulate, spending four years with the Swiss export management 

agency IEM in its German subsidiary in Cologne He also studied at the University of Cologne. He 
moved to the US to establish an IEM branch to cover the US and Canadian markets.  
 
Today, Mr. Burne serves a variety of British client companies including the Motorsport Industry 
Association and TTXGP. Mr Burne has worked with many other international clients including 
Financial Times Automotive (US Managing Editor), Eurotunnel Developments (business 
development), Jaguar Cars (media services) and Upstate South Carolina (event management). He is 
a board member of the British American Chamber of Commerce (Great Lakes), past President of the 
British American Business Council (BABC) in Michigan and a member of the Society of Automotive 
Analysts. He serves on the motorsport program committee of the Society of Automotive Engineers 
(SAE). He is also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (RSA). 
 
Mr. Burne was awarded the MBE (Member of the British Empire) in the 2002 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list, for services to the British Motor Industry in the USA. 
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Eric Cahill - Senior Director, Progressive Automoti ve X PRIZE 
 

Eric joins the Progressive Automotive X PRIZE with over 15 
years experience directing complex, technology-intense 
enterprises in a broad range of industries. He has dedicated his 
career to the commercialization of cleaner alternatives in the 
automotive and energy sectors. At GM Powertrain, Eric assessed 
the market for alternative fuels and advanced vehicle 
technologies. Later, as Program Manager of a government-
funded hybrid electric vehicle program, Eric led the team 
responsible for developing the electric drive train technology for 
the forthcoming Fisker Karma luxury plug-in hybrid. 
 
Prior to joining the X PRIZE Foundation, Eric served as COO and 
founding member of Internet start-up company AbouTime, Inc. 
and provided project management consulting services to BP 
Alaska’s North Slope Operations. Eric is a veteran of the US 
Navy Civil Engineer Corps and Intelligence communities and a 

former project manager at Boeing where he led key IT product development initiatives in the Program 
Management Office of the $22B Future Combat Systems program. 
 
Eric earned a joint MS degree in Engineering & Management from the System Design & Management 
(SDM) program at the MIT Sloan School of Management and a MS in Technology & Policy from 
MIT’s Engineering Systems Division. He holds a BS in Aerospace Engineering from the University of 
Southern California, a Masters Certificate in Applied Project Management from Villanova University, 
and is a registered Project Management Professional (PMP) with the Project Management Institute. 
He resides with his wife and son in Huntington Beach, CA. 
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Mike Cooperman - Senior Director of Marketing, J.D.  Power Web Intelligence 
 

Mike Cooperman is Senior Director of Marketing | J.D. Power Web 
Intelligence As senior director of marketing for J.D. Power and 
Associates’ Web Intelligence division, Mike Cooperman directs all 
aspects of the division’s marketing and promotion efforts from 
strategic development to tactical implementation. 
 
Mike recently guided the design and development of the J.D. Power 
Business Center, a centralized Web portal for clients. He has led 
projects for high-profile clients such as Hyundai, Nissan, Edward 
Jones, Kyocera and Washington Mutual. 
 
Prior to joining J.D. Power and Associates, Mike was a senior 
account executive at a boutique marketing company in Los Angeles. 
He previously spent several years working for a private consulting 
firm. 
 
Mike earned an MBA from the University of Southern California and 
a bachelor’s degree from California State University, Northridge. 
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Robert Davis - Senior Vice President Product Develo pment and Quality, Mazda North 
American Operations 
 

While motorsports may account for 10% of his 
responsibility, it is 100% his passion. 
 
Under Robert Davis’ direction, Mazda manages all 
North American motorsports activities with an R&D 
oversight.  Mazda currently races in the American 
Le Mans Series LMP2 class with a BP isobutanol 
fueled Dyson Lola Mazda MZR-R.  Mazda also 
races in Grand-Am (GT), the Continental Tire 
Challenge (ST), and provides spec engines and 
technical support to the Star Mazda 
Championship, Cooper Tires USF2000 
Championship, and the SCCA Pro Racing Playboy 

Mazda MX-5 Cup.  Mazda has long-term partnerships with Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca and the 
Skip Barber Racing School.  At the heart of MAZDASPEED are 9,000 members who actively club 
race Mazda products including over 2,500 Spec Miatas, the worlds largest spec racing class.    
 
Robert Davis was appointed senior vice president, product development and quality for Mazda North 
American Operations (MNAO), effective January 1, 2005. In this position, Davis is responsible for 
vehicle research and development, manufacturing and product quality and future product plans for 
North America. He reports to Jim O'Sullivan, president and CEO for MNAO. 
 
Davis formerly was senior vice president, marketing and product development, a newly created 
position for MNAO in June 2003. Previously, he served as vice president of MNAO product strategy 
and development. Prior to that, he held the title of regional general manager for MNAO's Midwest 
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Region. Since joining Mazda in April 1990, he has held various key management positions at MNAO 
Headquarters and the Southeast and Northeast Regions in sales, marketing and dealer development. 
 
Prior to joining Mazda, Davis worked for Chrysler Motor Corporation in Atlanta, Ga., as district sales 
manager for the Atlanta zone. 
 
Davis earned his bachelor's degree in finance from Clemson University in 1985, and his MBA from 
Georgia State University in 1989. 
 
Away from the office, Robert races a Mazda RX-8 with a team of co-workers and friends under the 
Robert Davis Racing (RDR) banner. RDR has been a dominant force on the west coast in SCCA 
Club Racing, winning 11 divisional and 4 national titles for the last seven years.  While the team still 
supports the SCCA, NASA has given it the opportunity to race in different classes, eliminating much 
of the inter- team competition.  The team’s 2010 goal is to capture three NASA National titles at Miller 
Motorsports Park in 2010, up from two in 2009.  Robert was the 2009 NASA Performance Touring D 
(PTD) National Champion. 
 
Robert lives in South Orange County with his wife Bonnie and a large assortment of four-legged 
friends.  
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Peter Digby - Managing Director, Xtrac Transmission s Limited 
 

Xtrac is the world leader in the design and manufacture of 
motorsport transmission systems supporting the world’s top 
manufacturers and motorsport teams in the toughest arenas 
including Formula One, World Rally & Rally Raid, Indy Racing 
League, Touring Cars and Sports Prototype/GT. 
 
Xtrac also provides extremely high quality geartrains for racing 
engines, marine and defence applications.  
 
Xtrac Inc. was set up in Indianapolis in 2003 to support existing 
customers and to assist expansion into other US markets, with a 
further office in Mooresville, North Carolina opening in 2010. 
 
Peter Digby joined Xtrac Transmissions in 1986 and in 1997 led a 
management buy out from the retiring founder.  
 
Since 1986 the business has expanded to 250 employees and 
consistently achieves turnover of around $50 million.  Xtrac’s market 
position is the result of its class-leading products, outstanding 

customer service and reliable delivery to tight deadlines.  
 
Peter is the immediate past Chairman of the Motorsport Industry Association, a member of the British 
Racing Drivers Club and a Vice President of Chelsea Football Club. 
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Rt Hon Lord Drayson –  Minister of State for Scienc e and Innovation, BIS 
    Minister of State for Strategic Defence Acquisition  Reform, MoD 
 

Born in 1960, Paul Rudd Drayson was educated at St. Dunstan’s 
College, London and Aston University.  In 1982, he took a BSc (Hons) in 
Production Engineering at Aston sponsored by BL Cars at Longbridge, 
followed in 1985 by a PhD in Robotics.  

Between 1986 and 1991, he was Managing Director of Lambourn Food 
Company. In 1993, he co-founded the vaccine company PowderJect 
Pharmaceuticals plc in Oxford and was Chairman and Chief Executive 
until 2003.  He floated PowderJect on the London Stock Exchange in 
1997. Over ten years he built PowderJect into one of the world’s leading 
vaccine companies with operations in the UK, USA and Scandinavia, 
until selling it for £540 million in 2003. 

Between 2001 and 2002, Lord Drayson was the Chairman of the 
BioIndustry Association and was active in the industry’s campaign to 

tackle animal rights extremism. He was Chairman of the Oxford Children’s Hospital Fundraising 
Campaign from 2002-2005.  The new Children’s Hospital at the John Radcliffe in Oxford opened in 
early 2007. From 2003 to 2005, he was Science Entrepreneur-in-Residence at the Said Business 
School at Oxford University, involved in the teaching of entrepreneurship to MBA students. In June 
2007, Lord Drayson became a member of the Prime Minister’s Business Council.  

Lord Drayson was raised to the peerage as Baron Drayson, of Kensington in the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea in May 2004. In May 2005, he was appointed Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State and Minister for Defence Procurement and became a Government Spokesman for Defence to 
the House of Lords. In March 2007, he was promoted to become Minister for Defence Equipment and 
Support, serving until November 2007. Lord Drayson was also appointed as Minister of State for 
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Business and Regulatory Reform at the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 
serving between June 2007 and January 2008. In November 2007, he took a leave of absence from the 
Government to compete in the American Le Mans Series in the United States.,  

In October 2008, he returned to Government and was appointed as the Minister of State for Science 
and Innovation, taking up a seat in the Cabinet and becoming a member of the Privy Council in 
November of that year. In June 2009, Lord Drayson took on additional responsibilities as a Minister at 
Defence. 

Lord Drayson and his wife have five children, they live in London and Gloucestershire. His hobbies 
include motor racing, and fencing. In 2004, Lord Drayson started racing historic single-seaters and 
sports cars, moving into modern single-seaters in 2005 in the Formula Palmer Audi championship. In 
2006, he raced modern GT cars for the first time with Barwell Motorsport in British GT.  In 2007 he 
competed in the British GT sportscar championship, again with Barwell and team-mate Jonny Cocker, 
racing a unique bio-ethanol fuelled Aston Martin DBRS9, achieving a historic first win for a bio-fuelled 
race car, and coming second overall in the championship. In June 2009, completed his first race in the 
Le Mans 24 hours, the culmination of a lifetime’s ambition.  
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Christopher J. Kersting - CAE, President and CEO, S pecialty Equipment Market Association 
(SEMA) 
 

Christopher J. Kersting heads up the Specialty Equipment Market 
Association, providing hands-on guidance and leadership to the 
association’s 80-plus staff members in Diamond Bar, California, as 
well as in Washington, D.C., and other parts of the world. 
 
Since assuming the role of president and CEO five years ago, 
Kersting has been committed to providing the association’s 7,094 
members with relevant benefits and services to help their businesses 
grow and prosper. He remains focused on providing valuable 
educational programs, identifying international growth opportunities, 
addressing complex vehicle technology and playing an active role in 
industry and business legislative issues. During his tenure, the SEMA 
Webinar program debuted and has allowed members throughout the 
world to take part in the online program and enhance their 
professional and business skills. The SEMA Political Action 
Committee (PAC) was also formed during Kersting’s leadership, and 
a new executive level position was created for the sole purpose of 
addressing complex vehicle technologies. 

 
Having held a number of other positions at SEMA prior to being named to his current role, Kersting 
possesses a strong knowledge and deep understanding of what SEMA members need and want. 
Just before assuming the president and CEO role, Kersting worked as executive vice president and 
as vice president of legislative and technical affairs for SEMA. Even prior to joining SEMA as a full-
time staff member, Kersting assisted SEMA and its members with legal matters, and he served as 
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general counsel for the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA), the Performance Warehouse 
Association (PWA) and the Auto International Association (AIA).  
 
Kersting was honored as Person of the Year by the AIA in 1995, and he was named to the board of 
directors of the Automotive Hall of Fame in 2002.  
 
Kersting is a certified association executive (CAE), and holds a law degree from Washington College 
of Law, American University in Washington, D.C. He also has a bachelor’s degree in business from 
the University of Colorado.  
 
Kersting resides in Sierra Madre, California, with his wife and daughters. 
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Les Mactaggart – Senior Technical Director, Indy Ra cing League 
 

Les Mactaggart has over 25 years’ experience working with various 
IRL and F1 projects.  He has also worked on the March Indy Car, 
March F1, Larousse F1, & March Motorcycles Superbike.  He has 
been involved with the Indy Racing League since 1997.  His current 
responsibilities include the Indy Racing League and Indy Lights 
Programmes. 
 
Indy Racing League 
The Indycar Series is the premier open wheel racing series in the 
United States. The cars race at the Indianapolis 500, Short Oval 
tracks, Road Courses and Street Courses. It currently races in the 
United States, Canada and Japan. Brazil is to be added to the 2010 

          schedule. 
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Forrest T Patterson, PhD - Technical Director, Nort h American Passenger Car/Light Truck 
Tires, Michelin Americas Research Company 
 

Currently, Forrest is serving as Technical Director of Michelin North 
American Passenger Car/Light Truck Tires at Michelin Americas 
Research and Development Corporation since 2007. 
 
Forrest Patterson joined Michelin in 1994 and has worked in diverse 
R&D roles at Michelin's technical centers in Greenville, SC and 
Clermont-Ferrand, France.  He has worked in upstream research for 
passenger car tires and in development of tires for light and heavy-
duty vehicles.  He holds several patents for innovative technologies in 
tire design.  Since 2004, he has managed passenger car/ light-truck 
development activities for the replacement market. 
 
His background is in mechanical engineering and research 
management with a bachelor's degree from University of California, 
Berkeley, a master's degree from Stanford University, and a doctorate 

from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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Steve Pruitt – Team Principal, Corsa Motorsports 
 

Steve Pruitt is the owner of ARES Transportation 
Technologies based in Salt Lake City together with his 
partner Alden Rix. ARES leverages its partners’ experience 
in motorsports to develop and market innovative 
technology solutions for the commercial transportation 
industry covering the areas of fuel efficiency, safety and 
reduced emissions. ARES announced this week that it has 
entered into a strategic relationship with Pratt & Whitney 
Rocketdyne, a subsidiary of United Technologies 
Corporation, in the development of these technologies and 
systems for which ARES will retain the worldwide 
marketing rights. 
 
ARES has also formed a subsidiary, ARES Motorsports, 

and acquired the assets of Cavallino Motorsports which Steve owned including the LMP1 car that 
achieved an historic first ever podium finish for a hybrid electric alternatively fueled prototype car in 
the American Le Mans Series in 2009. The motorsports group will leverage the relationship with Pratt 
& Whitney to rapid test and develop components for not only for its non-motorsports transportation 
systems but components to replace the OEM components used in the LMP1 car in the 2009 season. 
ARES is hoping to be able to begin testing some of the Pratt & Whitney components the second half 
of this year’s ALMS season with a clear focus on the 2011 season. 
 
Steve’s background in motorsports began as one of the original stakeholders in the Long Beach 
Grand Prix followed by an arrangement with the Jim Russell school at Riverside to purchase the first 
fleet of Formula Mazda racecars to enter the States which became the workhorse of the Russell 
school for several years. 
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Steve and his wife Tere created the Corsa Motorsports brand which has been used for competition by 
a number of teams in sports car racing which he has supported including entries in NASA, Ferrari 
Challenge, KONI Challenge, Rolex Series and more recently the American Le Mans Series with F430 
Ferraris in the GT2 class as well as the aforementioned hybrid electric LMP1 car. Steve’s efforts in 
advancing hybrid electric systems have been recognized by the Wall Street Journal as well as the 
EPA and Department of Energy for his efforts in the greening of racing. 
 
Steve also owns EquiWest, a commercial real estate development company also based in Salt Lake 
City. He holds a degree in mathematics from New Mexico Highlands University, is a member of SAE 
International. 
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Mike Stewart - Leader, Motorsports Engineering Grou p, Honeywell Turbo Technologies, 
Garrett  
 

Date of birth:  March 29, 1975 
Place of birth:  Wiesbaden, Germany 
Residence:  Redondo Beach, CA 
 
Mike Stewart joined the Garrett Aftermarket Group at Honeywell 
Turbo Technologies (HTT) in 2004.  In 2007, he joined the 
Motorsports Group for HTT as a development engineer working with 
World Rally Championship (WRC), LeMans, ALMS and other racing 
series.  Recently Mike was name Motorsports Leader for HTT where 
he will be responsible for activities to develop the next generation of 
racing turbochargers.  Prior to Honeywell, Mike worked at Cosworth 
Racing.  He worked in a variety or programs including NASCAR, 
CART and other special projects.  From 2000 to 2003, Mike 
supported Team Rahal's drivers, including Kenny Brack, Max Papis, 
Michel Jourdain and Jimmy Vasser.  Prior to joining Cosworth 
Racing, he worked for an engine controls manufacturer involved in all 
levels of motorsports.  Mike earned a mechanical engineering degree 

from Texas A&M University in College Station, TX (BSME 1998) and later earned an MBA (2003).  
He was actively involved in the Texas A&M student chapter of the SAE working on both their circle 
track racecar program and Formula SAE.  His desire to become an engineer grew from a childhood 
interest in Legos®.  Mike enjoys the great outdoors and spending time with his growing family. 
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Don Taylor – Eclipse Management 
 

Don Taylor is a consultant in the automotive performance and racing 
industry, specializing in strategy and program management.  Mr. Taylor is 
currently engaged as Senior Advisor - Competition Rules, for the 
Progressive Automotive X PRIZE competition. 

Previously, Mr. Taylor was the Senior Director – National Technical 
Operations for the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA).  In that position he 
worked with teams and manufacturers to oversee the creation and 
implementation of technical and safety rules.  As Group Manager at General 
Motors Racing, Don Taylor was responsible for delivering wins and 
championships by developing a competitive edge in their NASCAR and 
NHRA programs.   

Mr. Taylor has also worked in various design capacities at Ford Motor 
Company, Booz-Allen Hamilton, and Henry Dreyfuss Associates, as well as 

serving as co-founder of a Silicon Valley industrial design firm. 

Mr. Taylor holds BS in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Illinois, an MFA in Industrial 
Design from the College for Creative Studies, and an MBA from the University of Michigan. 
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John Waraniak - Vice President of Vehicle Technolog y, Specialty Equipment Market 
Association (SEMA) (Moderator)  
 

John Waraniak, vice president of vehicle technology leads SEMA’s 
advanced vehicle technology strategy, programs and initiatives. His role 
is to help members understand the challenges, develop solutions and 
capitalize on new business opportunities presented by today’s complex 
vehicle systems and technologies.  
 
Waraniak is a proven industry leader who has worked for automotive, 
motorsports, aerospace and consumer products companies for more 
than 25 years. With specific expertise in vehicle systems engineering 
and collaborative product development, Waraniak serves as the primary 
contact for SEMA members to reach automakers and original-
equipment suppliers on vehicle architecture and systems integration 
issues and was instrumental in forming the alliance between SEMA and 
CEA that resulted in the Automotive Electronics Connectivity 

Committee.  Prior to joining SEMA, Waraniak held executive positions with a range of global 
companies, including TATA Motors, Johnson Controls, General Motors, Hughes Aircraft, Northrop 
and No Fear. His visionary and entrepreneurial leadership skills played an integral role in helping 
these companies develop and implement innovative strategies for adapting best business and 
technology practices for lean product-process development, customer-centric growth and improved 
profitability.  
 
 


